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Citrus Fruits

a somewhat thicker mulch to prevent the loss of moisture
from heavy soils. In the event that the weather is very
hot and dry immediately after cultivation it may not be
necessary to cultivate again before the next irrigation,
for the reason that the mulch is more effective when very
dry. When cultivation is followed by a period of cool,
foggy weather, the capillary connections may be re-formed
and much loss of moisture result unless a second cultiva-
tion be given. The object of cultivation is to create and
maintain an effective soil mulch and the soil stirring process
should be carried just far enough to achieve this object.
Cultivation is an expensive operation and much money
is wasted by the system of continuous stirring of the soil
as practiced by some growers.

Disk cultivators are satisfactory in adobe and silt soils
and especially among small trees, but it is not well to
depend upon disk implements exclusively. An occasional
cultivation with narrow chisel teeth will bring about
better aeration and prevent the soil from packing.

All tillage implements used in citrus orchards should
be provided with carefully made shields which protect
the low hanging fruit and prevent it from being knocked
and scarred by striking sharp projections of the imple-
ments as they pass close under the branches.

Orchard soils may be very seriously injured by culti-
vation at the wrong time, that is, when too wet or too dry.
Immediately after irrigation there is a period of variable
length when the soil is too wet to stir. If cultivated when
too wet, the physical condition will be ruined. Soil is too
wet to cultivate when it is muddy or scours off the plow
with a slick, wet appearance. An adobe soil is injured

